
Skyhaven  Airport Advisory Council (SAAC) 
Meeting Minutes – March 23, 2026 

 
Skyhaven Airport 
238 Rochester Hill Rd. 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 

Present:  Peter Bruckner, Chair SAAC 

  Kenneth Weyler, Vice Chair SAAC 

  Michael Scala, Secretary/Treasurer SAAC 

  Guy Eaton, City of Dover 

  Jim Rogers, City of Dover 

  Jim Gray, Senator 

  John Meehan, Airport Manager (PDA) 

  Melanie Walsh, Executive Administrator (PDA) 

Meeting Minutes: It was noted that the last couple of meetings did not have a quorum, 
therefore no meeting minutes were produced.  Meeting minutes that remained on the 
website over four years old and have been removed.   

Election of Officers: Ken Weyler nominated Peter Brucker as Chair, Michael Scala 
seconded it, and Peter Bruckner accepted.  Ken Weyler was nominated as Vice Chair, 
Michael Scala seconded it, and Ken Weyler accepted.  All in attendance approved  

Governor Appointments: It was unclear as to the current state of governor appointments. 

Finance Report (Attached):  

• Operating revenues, approximately $9,000 higher than budgeted, have been driven 
by higher fuel sales. Fuel sales, year to date are 13% higher than the previous year.  

• Operating expenses, $2000 over budget.  Expenses are attributed to the busy snow 
season which includes fuel sales, labor, parts, etc. 

• Capital expenditure, which include the upcoming wildlife perimeter fence and the 
reconstruction of the terminal parking lot, was a total of $132,000. Grants funded 
were $106,000.  

• Aviation Fuel Consumption Analysis shows that sales are up.  Current price per 
gallon is $6.08.  



• At the last PDA Board of Directors meeting the Capital Improvement Plan was 
approved. No significant changes for Skyhaven Airport.  

Webpage: Old pictures have been removed and replaced with updated photos of the new 
Meeting area.  

Subcommittee Reports: None 

Airport Traffic Report: System has not been working appropriately.  Traffic loads can be 
approximated by fuel sales. Airport Manager, John Meehan will look into the issue.  

Rochester Court House Project: Project is moving along; steel has been erected and the 
outer shell almost complete. Michael Scala advised that they are ahead of schedule.   

Rasmussen Aviation: Currently working towards meeting requirements per the Minimum 
Standards.  Once achieved, will provide flight training and possibly lease space in the 
terminal.  

New Business: John Peltier, Jacobs Engineering was in attendance to provide an overview 
of both the Terminal Apron Construction and Wildlife Perimeter Fence projects.  Project 
plans will be placed on the webpage.  

Terminal Apron Rehab Construction:  

• Contractor will be clearing the area on or before 4/18/26.  Official start date is 
anticipated to be 6/22/26 and expected to be complete on or before 8/7/26. Project 
was initiated several years ago, however the discretionary funding from the FAA to 
fund the project was just received last year.  

• DES requires containment around the fueling pad which is not eligible for FAA 
funding. PDA will cover 100% of the cost.  

• The apron will be closed for 3-6 calendar days. Fuel will not be available during the 
duration of the project. 

• Catch basin that is currently in position will be replaced, along with the drain line.  
• The containment pad will be uniformly sloped with the apron.  When the water runs 

off the pavement, it runs down through the turf, as opposed to running along the 
edge pavement.  

• 21 tie-downs will all be replaced and marked accordingly.  be marked the spot 
numbers.  

• Concerns were raised that there will be fewer tie-downs which will mean less 
revenue.  The new layout will provide space for “group 2” size aircraft, which will in 
turn create larger fuel sales.  The Jet fuel jet fuel tank will remain in theory 
operational.  



• Fuel shut off is not designed for catastrophic failure, but rather a small quantity 
which is controlled by a thickened edge. 

• There will be temporary tie-downs for current tenants to relocate.  

Wildlife Fence Construction: 

• Fence installation will happen along the west side of the property.  
• Trees will be cleared prior to 4/15/26.  Needs to be completed by the end of July, 

2026.  
• Fence will be 8 feet with a foot of barbed wire on top. A 5 foot skirt will be secured to 

the ground to prevent wildlife from entering the airfield.  
• Construction of the fence should not impact on the everyday activity at the airport. If 

equipment is required to cross the runway, there will be crossing guards.  

Terminal Parking Lot:  

• Plans have been designed.   
• Currently in discussion with the state in terms of jurisdiction, property lines.  John 

Pelletier explained some back history that the original plans for the project were 
submitted, the right of way was changed to the new road alignment, but the deed 
was never filed. So, essentially, DOT has prescriptive rights through a certain point. 
PDA has to do a right of way transfer. So, essentially, PDA gets one side of the old 
right away, DOT gets the other side.  Senator Gray suggested PDA check with the city 
to see where the property stands and offered assistance with the DOT if needed.  

• The project will reduce the total width and become a more standard driveway. There 
will be 2 rows of parking.  One row, terminal building side and one row street side.  

• Peter Bruckner raised concerns that the plans were not provided for review to the 
committee. John Meehan indicated that an opportunity for review will be provided 
prior to submitting the final plans, and that it will be a priority to get all plans 
uploaded to the Skyhaven website.  

Wings and Wheels: Tentatively scheduled for 2 days, June 13th and 14th. Michael Scala 
advised that a Special Event permit needs to be filed. Meetings will be scheduled soon. 

Hangar Development: Jonathan Hill, a current tenant on the airfield, is looking to bring a 
proposal and conceptual design to the SAAC committee for review.  They've partnered with 
Gale Engineering and plans should be completed in April, 2026. Senator Gray raised 
concerns regarding the terms of a land lease.  John Meehan advised that the PDA would be 
looking for a long-term 20 year lease, with options to extend, and include a revolving CPI 
rate that doesn't exceed a certain amount of percentage. 



Public Comment: None 

Non Public Session: N/A 

Upcoming Meetings & Events: TBD 

Other:  

• Peter Bruckner raised a safety concern regarding lighting at the entry gate, which 
needs to be fixed or updated.  The airfield is very dark and tenants do enter the 
hangars at night.  

• Signage for the building.  John Meehan advised that signage will be included in the 
parking lot project.  The Rochester Fire Department recently received an updated 
map of the airport which identified all buildings and hangars. 
 

Accepted by the SAAC Members in attendance at the meeting of August 27, 2026. 
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